
Prayers before Any Office 

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our 

hearts and practice in our lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Open, Lord, my mouth to bless Thy holy name; cleanse my heart from 

all vain, foolish, wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding; 

enkindle my affections that I may say this office with attention and 

devotion and so may be meet to be heard before the presence of Thy 

divine majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers after Any Office 

Guide us, O Lord, in all our doings with Thy most gracious favor, and 

further us with Thy continual help that in all our work begun, continued, 

and ended in Thee we may glorify Thy holy name and finally by Thy 

mercy obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

To Thee, O Lord, I commend the service which I, an unworthy sinner, 

have offered up unto Thee, God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and 

according to the fulness of Thy love and wisdom fulfill my petitions; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Collect for Invocavit 

O Lord, mercifully hear our prayer and stretch forth the right hand of 

Thy majesty to defend us from them that rise up against us; through 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 

and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
 

Collect for the Season of Lent 

Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast 

made and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent, create and 

make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of 

all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy 

Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with the Thee and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
 

Collect for Wednesday in Ember Week 

Mercifully hear our prayers, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and stretch forth 

the right hand of Thy Majesty against all our enemies, through Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 

Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. 

 
 

Scripture quotations are from the New King James edition, copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Midweek Lenten Vespers 

February 25th, 2026 

“Now there was also a dispute among them, as to 

which of them should be considered the 

greatest.” St. Luke 22:24 



The Office of Vespers 

 
The Ringing of the Bell 

Silent Prayer 

The Hymn                       “O World, Behold! Upon the Tree”                INSERT 

Stand 

The Opening Versicles                     ASBHP p. 29 

The Gloria Patri              (Omit Hallelujah)             ASBHP p. 29-30 

The Psalmody           Psalm 16, Tone 4            ASBHP p. 106-107 

Sit 

The Lection                          James 1:2-15 

                St. Luke 22:24-32 

The Response  (After each reading)                  ASBHP p. 30 

Stand 

The Responsory                ASBHP p. 31-32 

Sit 

The Hymn                “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”                INSERT 

The Sermon                  I Am in the Midst of You 

        (An Alms Basin is located next to the bulletins for any Offerings.) 

Stand 

The Office Hymn   “O Christ, Who Art the Light and Day”       ASBH 20 

The Versicle          ASBHP p. 32 

The Canticle               “The Magnificat”              ASBHP p. 33-34 

The Litany          (All may kneel)                                            INSERT 

 The Lord’s Prayer        ASBHP p. 48 

 The Litany Collect        (Collect #3)     ASBHP p. 49 

 The Collect for Invocavit       ASBHP p. 64 

 The Collect for Ember Wednesday in Lent     ASBHP p. 64 

 The Collect for the Season of Lent      ASBHP p. 64 

 Other Collects (if necessary)            

 The Collect for Peace             ASBHP p. 37 

 The Benedicamus        ASBHP p. 38 

 The Benediction        ASBHP p. 38 

Silent Prayer 

 

The Recitation of the Catechism            

The Office of the Keys and Confession (pages 21-25) & Questions 260-

262 (Part III. The Lord’s Prayer. The Seventh Petition, pages 122-123).  

 

Announcements 

 

ASBHP = The Augustana Service Book and Hymnal: The Psalter. 

ASBH = The Augustana Service Book and Hymnal: 2022 Supplement. 

TLH = The Lutheran Hymnal

James 1:2-15 
2Count it all joy, my brethren, 

when ye fall into manifold 

temptations; 3knowing that the 

proving of your faith worketh 

patience. 4And let patience have its 

perfect work, that ye may be 

perfect and entire, lacking in 

nothing.  
5But if any of you lacketh 

wisdom, let him ask of God, who 

giveth to all liberally and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be 

given him. 6But let him ask in faith, 

nothing doubting: for he that 

doubteth is like the surge of the sea 

driven by the wind and tossed. 7For 

let not that man think that he shall 

receive anything of the Lord; 8a 

doubleminded man, unstable in all 

his ways.  
9But let the brother of low degree 

glory in his high estate: 10and the 

rich, in that he is made low: 

because as the flower of the grass 

he shall pass away. 11For the sun 

ariseth with the scorching wind, 

and withereth the grass; and the 

flower thereof falleth, and the 

grace of the fashion of it perisheth: 

so also shall the rich man fade 

away in his goings.  
12Blessed is the man that 

endureth temptation; for when he 

hath been approved, he shall 

receive the crown of life, which the 

Lord promised to them that love 

Him. 13Let no man say when he is 

tempted, “I am tempted of God;” 

for God cannot be tempted with 

evil, and He Himself tempteth no 

man: 14but each man is tempted, 

when he is drawn away by his own 

lust, and enticed. 15Then the lust, 

when it hath conceived, beareth sin: 

and the sin, when it is fullgrown, 

bringeth forth death. 

 

St. Luke 22:24-32 
24And there arose also a 

contention among them, which of 

them was accounted to be greatest. 
25And He said unto them, “The 

kings of the Gentiles have lordship 

over them; and they that have 

authority over them are called 

Benefactors. 26But ye shall not be 

so: but he that is the greater among 

you, let him become as the younger; 

and he that is chief, as he that doth 

serve. 27For which is greater, he 

that sitteth at meat, or he that 

serveth? is not he that sitteth at 

meat? but I am in the midst of you 

as He that serveth. 28But ye are they 

that have continued with Me in My 

temptations; 29and I appoint unto 

you a kingdom, even as My Father 

appointed unto Me, 30that ye may 

eat and drink at My table in My 

kingdom; and ye shall sit on 

thrones judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel.  
31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 

asked to have you, that he might 

sift you as wheat: 32but I made 

supplication for thee, that thy faith 

fail not; and do thou, when once 

thou hast turned again, establish 

thy brethren.” 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 


