
Prayers before Any Office 

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our 

hearts and practice in our lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Open, O Lord, my mouth to bless Thy holy Name; cleanse my heart 

from all vain, foolish, wandering thoughts; enlighten my understanding; 

enkindle my affections that I may say this office with attention and 

devotion and so may be meet to be heard before the presence of Thy 

divine majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers after Any Office 

Guide us, O Lord, in all our doings with Thy most gracious favor, and 

further us with Thy continual help that in all our work begun, continued, 

and ended in Thee we may glorify Thy holy Name and finally by Thy 

mercy obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

To Thee, O Lord, I commend the service which I, an unworthy sinner, 

have offered up unto Thee, God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and 

according to the fulness of Thy love and wisdom fulfill my petitions; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Collect for Populus Sion 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Thine Only-

Begotten Son, so that by His coming we may be enabled to serve Thee 

with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 

Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 

world without end. 

 

Collect for Advent 

Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy power, O Lord, and come, that by Thy 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 

and saved by Thy mighty deliverance; Who livest and reignest with the 

Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Scripture quotations are from the New King James edition, copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Midweek Advent Vespers 

December 8th, 2021 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call 

His name JESUS.” St. Luke 1:30-31 



The Office of Vespers 

 
The Ringing of the Bell 

Silent Prayer 

The Hymn                  “Arise, Sons of the Kingdom”         TLH 69 

Stand 

The Opening Versicles                          TLH p. 41 

The Psalmody   Psalm 91          The Psalter, p. 123 

Sit 

The Lection                                   Romans 2:1-16 

                  St. Luke 1:26-35 

The Response  (After each reading)                       TLH p. 42 

The Responsory                             INSERT 

The Hymn               “Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night”                  TLH 71 

The Sermon           Elizabeth Has Also Conceived a Son 

The Office Hymn   “Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”   TLH 66 

Stand 

The Versicle               TLH p. 43 

The Canticle               “The Magnificat”                     TLH p. 43 

The Litany                   INSERT 

 The Salutation                                                                TLH p. 45 

 The Collect for the Day          Back Cover 

 The Collect for Advent           Back Cover 

 Other Collects (if necessary)            

 The Collect for Peace                  TLH p. 45 

 The Litany Collect                INSERT 

 The Benedicamus             TLH p. 45 

 The Benediction             TLH p. 45 

Silent Prayer 

 

The Recitation of the Catechism   The Sacrament of Holy Baptism & 

Questions 25-31 (The Origin and Structure of the Bible, pages 54-56). 

 

* An Alms Basin is located next to the bulletins for any Offerings. 

 

Romans 2:1-16 
1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O 

man, whoever you are who judge, for 

in whatever you judge another you 

condemn yourself; for you who judge 

practice the same things. 2 But we 

know that the judgment of God is 

according to truth against those who 

practice such things. 3 And do you 

think this, O man, you who judge 

those practicing such things, and 

doing the same, that you will escape 

the judgment of God? 4 Or do you 

despise the riches of His goodness, 

forbearance, and longsuffering, not 

knowing that the goodness of God 

leads you to repentance? 5 But in 

accordance with your hardness and 

your impenitent heart you are 

treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 

day of wrath and revelation of the 

righteous judgment of God, 6 who 

“will render to each one according to 

his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those who 

by patient continuance in doing good 

seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 
8 but to those who are self-seeking and 

do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness—indignation and 

wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on 

every soul of man who does evil, of 

the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 

but glory, honor, and peace to 

everyone who works what is good, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 

For there is no partiality with God. 12 

For as many as have sinned without 

law will also perish without law, and 

as many as have sinned in the law will 

be judged by the law 13 (for not the 

hearers of the law are just in the sight 

of God, but the doers of the law will 

be justified; 14 for when Gentiles, who 

do not have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, although not 

having the law, are a law to 

themselves, 15 who show the work of 

the law written in their hearts, their 

conscience also bearing witness, and 

between themselves their thoughts 

accusing or else excusing them) 16 in 

the day when God will judge the 

secrets of men by Jesus Christ, 

according to my gospel.  

 

St. Luke 1:26-35 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel 

Gabriel was sent by God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 

having come in, the angel said to her, 

“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord 

is with you; blessed are you among 

women!” 29 But when she saw him, 

she was troubled at his saying, and 

considered what manner of greeting 

this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31 And behold, 

you will conceive in your womb and 

bring forth a Son, and shall call His 

name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and 

will be called the Son of the Highest; 

and the Lord God will give Him the 

throne of His father David. 33 And He 

will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of His kingdom there will 

be no end.” 34 Then Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be, since I do not 

know a man?” 35 And the angel 

answered and said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Highest will overshadow 

you; therefore, also, that Holy One 

who is to be born will be called the 

Son of God.” 



The Responsory 
 

P:

 

 
C: 

 

 
P: 

 
C: 

 

 
P:

 
C: 

 

 
 

 


