Communion Practice: We believe that Christ is truly present in Holy
Communion and, as we try to be faithful to Christ in the serving of this
Sacrament, we ask that everyone be examined and instructed by the
Pastor before receiving Holy Communion. All confirmed members of
this parish, who have been regularly examined by the Pastor, are
welcome to partake of the Holy Eucharist today. We also welcome the
members who are in good standing of any of the parishes served by the
Bishop, Pastors, and Deacons of The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of
North America (ELDoNA), and who have spoken to the Pastor prior to
the service. Members of other Lutheran parishes or other
denominations are kindly asked to refrain from communing today. The
Pastor would be glad to make an appointment with anyone to discuss
our teachings and/or our parish.

A Prayer upon Entering Church

Almighty, Ever-Living God, grant that | may gladly hear Thy Word and that
all my worship may be acceptable unto Thee; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.
Amen.

A Prayer before Communion

Dear Savior, upon Thy gracious invitation | come to Thine Altar. Let me find
favor in Thine eyes that | may approach Thy Table in true faith and receive
the Sacrament to the salvation of my soul. Amen.

A Prayer after Communion

O Thou blessed Savior Jesus Christ, Who hast given Thyself to me in this
holy Sacrament, keep me in Thy faith and favor; as Thou livest in me, let me
also live in Thee. May Thy holy Body and Blood preserve me in the true faith
unto everlasting life. Amen.

A Prayer at the Close of the Service

Grant, | beseech Thee, Almighty God, that the Word which | have heard this
day may through Thy grace be so engrafted in my heart that I may bring forth
the fruit of the Spirit; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Scripture quotations are from the New King James edition, copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 Thomas Nelson
Publishers, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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“But Jesus answered them, saying, ‘The hour has

come that the Son of Man should be glorified.’”
St. John 12:23




The Order of Divine Service

The Ringing of the Bell
Silent Prayer

The Processional Hymn ~ “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God ” TLH 147
Stand
The Confiteor (Spoken)
The Invocation and Address TLHp. 15
Versicles TLHp. 15
Confession and Absolution TLHp. 16
The Introit (Tone 3) INSERT
The Kyrie TLH p. 17
The Salutation TLHp. 19
The Collect for the Day INSERT
The Collect for the Season of Lent INSERT
Sit
The Epistle Isaiah 50:5-10

After each Lesson: V: This is the Word of the Lord.
R: Thanks be to God.

The Gradual INSERT
The Tract INSERT
Stand

The Sequence Hymn “The Royal Banners Forward Go” A INSERT
The Holy Gospel St. John 12:1-23
Sit

The History of the Passion of Our Lord INSERT
Stand

The Nicene Creed INSERT
Sit

The Hymn “Christ, the Life of All the Living” TLH 151
The Sermon Mary Anointed the Feet of Jesus

Stand

The Offertory ~ “Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God” TLH p. 22-23
Sit

The Recitation of the Small Catechism The Ten Commandments

Stand

The General Prayer TLH p. 23
Sit *

The Hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” TLH 146
Stand

The Preface TLHp. 24
The Proper Preface TLH p. 25
The Sanctus and Benedictus TLHp. 26

The Lord’s Prayer TLH p. 27

The Verba Domini TLH p. 27

The Pax Domini TLH p. 27
The Agnus Dei TLHp. 28
Sit
The Distribution
The Hymn “Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord” TLH 307
Stand
The Post-Communion Canticle “In Peace and Joy | Now Depart” TLH 137
The Thanksgiving (“Ye Do Show the Lord’s Death”) TLH p. 30
H 4 |
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R: Ye do show the Lord's death till He
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The Post-Communion Collect
Sit
The Hymn “Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light” TLH 148
Stand
The Salutation TLHp. 31
The Benedicamus TLHp. 31
The Benediction TLHp. 31
Silent Prayer
Sit
Announcements

*—An Alms Basin is located next to the bulletins for any Offerings.

A—indicates a hymn ending in a Doxological stanza; please stand.
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Introit

PLEAD MY - || cause, O Lord, with those | who | strive | with - | me; *

Fight against those who | fight - | a- - | gainst | me.
|| Take hold of | shield | and | buck- - | ler, *

And stand | up - | for - | my | help. (Psalm 35:1-2)
|| Also draw out the spear, and stop those | who | pur- | sue - | me. *

Say to my soul, “I am | your - | sal- - | va- | tion.”
|| Fierce wit- | ness- | es | rise - | up; *

They charge me with things that | I - | do - | not | know.
|| They reward me | e- | vil | for - | good, *

To the sor- | row - | of - | my | soul.
|| This You have seen, O Lord; do | not | keep | si- - | lence. *

O Lord, do not | be - | far - | from | me. (Psalm 35:3, 11-12, 22)
(From Judica through Holy Saturday the Gloria Patri is omitted.)
|| Plead my cause, O Lord, with those | who | strive | with - | me; *

Fight against those who | fight - | a- - | gainst | me.
|| Take hold of | shield | and | buck- - | ler, *

And stand | up - | for - | my | help. (Psalm 35:1-2)
Collect
Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who amid so many adversities
do fail through our own infirmities, may be restored through the Passion and
Intercession of Thine Only-Begotten Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
Collect for the Season of Lent
Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made and dost
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent, create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth
with the Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
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Gradual
|| Stir up Yourself, and awake to my | vin- | di- | ca- - | tion,*
To my cause, my | God - | and - | my | Lord.
|| Also | draw | out | the - | spear,*
And stop those | who - | pur- - | sue | me. (Psalm 35:23, 3a)

Tract

|| Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glo- | ry | of | Your - | name; *
And deliver us, and provide atonement for our sins, | for - | Your - |
name’s | sake! (Psalm 79:9)

Isaiah 50:5-10

5The Lord GOD has opened My ear; And | was
not rebellious, nor did | turn away. & | gave My
back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks
to those who plucked out the beard; | did not
hide My face from shame and spitting. 7 For the
Lord GOD will help Me; Therefore I will not
be disgraced; Therefore | have set My face like
a flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed. 8
He is near who justifies Me; Who will contend
with Me? Let us stand together. Who is My
adversary? Let him come near Me. ° Surely the
Lord GOD will help Me; Who is he who will
condemn Me? Indeed they will all grow old
like a garment; The moth will eat them up. 1°
Who among you fears the LORD? Who obeys
the voice of His Servant? Who walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the
name of the LORD and rely upon his God.

St. John 12:1-23

! Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had
been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.
2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha
served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat
at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a
pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her
hair. And the house was filled with the
fragrance of the oil.  Then one of His disciples,
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray
Him, said, ®“Why was this fragrant oil not sold
for three hundred denarii and given to the
poor?” © This he said, not that he cared for the
poor, but because he was a thief, and had the
money box; and he used to take what was put
in it. 7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has
kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor
you have with you always, but Me you do not
have always.” ® Now a great many of the Jews
knew that He was there; and they came, not for
Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see
Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 1°
But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to
death also, ! because on account of him many
of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 12
The next day a great multitude that had come
to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem, 2 took branches of palm
trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:
“Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the LORD!” The King of Israel!” 14

Then Jesus, when He had found a young
donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 1° “Fear not,
daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is
coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” ¢ His
disciples did not understand these things at
first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things were written
about Him and that they had done these things
to Him. ¥ Therefore the people, who were with
Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb
and raised him from the dead, bore witness. 18
For this reason the people also met Him,
because they heard that He had done this sign.
19 The Pharisees therefore said among
themselves, “You see that you are
accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has
gone after Him!” 2° Now there were certain
Greeks among those who came up to worship
at the feast. 2 Then they came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him,
saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” % Philip
came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew
and Philip told Jesus. 2° But Jesus answered
them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son
of Man should be glorified.



The Royal Banners Forward Go
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1.The roy - al ban - ners for - ward go,
2. Where deep.  for us the lsi)car was §ycd~ S
3.Ful - filled is all____ that a - vid told___
4.0 Tree of  beaut - ty, Tree of light,
5.0n whose dear arms, so  wide - ly flung,
6.0 Cross our one re - li - ance, haill____
7. To Thee E - ter - nal  Three in One,
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The cross shines forth in mys - tic.  glow
Life's tor - rent rush - ing from His side,
In true pro - phet - ic song_ of __  old;
O  Tree with roy - al pur - ple__  dight;
The weight of this__ worlds ran - som__  hung
So may the pow'r with  us a - vail
Let hom - age meet by all___  be___  done
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Where He in flesh, our flesh who  made,

To wash us in that rec - ious flood

A - midst the na -  tions, od, _____ saith he,

E - lect, on whose tri - um - phal  breast
The price of hu - man - kind to pay

To give new vir -  tue to the samt___
Whom by the cross__ Thou dost____ re - store,

Our sen - tence bore, . our ran - som paid;
Where min - gled wa - ter flowed and blood.

Hath reigned and tri - umphed from the Tree.

Those ho - ly limbs should find their rest;

And spoil the spoil - er of his  prey.

And par - don to the pen - i - tent

Pre - serve, and gov - em ev - er - more. A - men._

History of the Suffering & Death of our Lord Jesus Christ according

to the Four Evangelists
Harmonized by Dr. Johann Bugenhagen®

FIRST READING

The Preparation of the Passover Lamb

And it was near the feast of unleavened bread, which is called Passover. And Jesus
said to His disciples: You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of
Man will be betrayed, to be crucified.

Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled together
in the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and plotted that they
might take Jesus by trickery and kill Him, for they feared the people. But they
said: Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people. Now when
Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to Him,
having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she broke the flask and
poured it on His head as He sat at the table. When His disciples saw this, they
were indignant, saying: To what purpose is this waste? For this fragrant oil could
have been sold for more than 300 denarii and given to the poor, and they criticized
her sharply. But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them: Let her alone; why
do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. For you have
the poor with you always, and when you wish, you may do them good, but Me you
do not always have. She has done what she could. For in pouring this fragrant oil
on My body, she has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. Assuredly |
say to you, wherever this Gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman
has done will also be told as a memorial to her. And Satan entered Judas surnamed
Iscariot, who was numbered among the Twelve, and he went his way and
conferred with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them,
and he said: What are you willing to give me if | deliver Him to you? When they
heard it, they were glad, and they gave him 30 pieces of silver. And from that time
he sought an opportunity to betray Him in the absence of the multitude. Now on
the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover must be
killed, the disciples came to Jesus and said to Him: Where do You want us to
prepare for You to eat the Passover? And He sent Peter and John and said: Go
into the city; behold, when you enter, a man will meet you, who is carrying a
pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he enters and say to the owner
of the house: The Master says to you: My time is at hand; | will keep the Passover
at your house. Where is the guest room in which | may eat the Passover with My
disciples? And he will show you a large furnished upper room; there make ready.
They went and found it as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

! Compiled from the New King James Version ©1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas Nelson,
Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. [compiled by M. DeGarmeaux]



And in the evening He came and sat at the table with the Twelve Apostles and
said to them: With desire | have desired to eat the Passover with you before |
suffer. For I tell you that 1 will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom
of God.

And He took the cup, gave thanks and said: Take this and divide it among
yourselves, for | tell you: I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
of God comes on the day when I will drink again with you in My Father'’s kingdom.
And while they ate in the night that He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took the
bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: Take, eat, this is
My Body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, gave it to them and said: Drink of
it, all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My Blood, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me. And they all drank from it.

Now before the Feast of Passover, which is on the same evening, when Jesus knew
that His hour had come, that He should depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved His own, who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus knew that the Father had given all
things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose
from supper, laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that,
He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dried them
with the towel, with which He had girded Himself.

Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him: Lord, are You washing my
feet? Jesus answered and said to him: What | am doing you do not understand
now, but you will know after this. Peter said to Him: You shall never wash my
feet! Jesus answered him: If I do not wash you, then you have no part with Me.
Simon Peter said to Him: Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.
Jesus said to him: He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely
clean; and you are clean, but not all of you. For He knew who would betray Him;
therefore He said: You are not all clean.

So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments and sat down again, He
said to them: Do you know what | have done to you? You call Me Teacher and
Lord and you say well, for so | am; | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. I have given you an example,
that you should do as | have done to you. Most assuredly | say to you: A servant
is not greater than his master, nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.
If you know these things, happy are you if you do them. | do not speak concerning
all of you. I know whom | have chosen; but that the Scriptures might be fulfilled:
He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me. Now | tell you before
it comes, that when it comes to pass, you may believe that | am He. Most assuredly,
| say to you: He who receives whomever | send receives Me; and he who receives
Me receives Him who sent Me.

SECOND READING

When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit and testified and said:
Most assuredly I tell you: One of you, who eats with Me, will betray Me. Behold,
the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table. And the disciples began to be
sorrowful, and they looked at one another and were perplexed about whom He
spoke. And they began to ask among themselves who it might be among them,
who would do this, and they said to Him one after the other: Lord, is it I? He
answered and said: One of the Twelve, who dips with Me in the dish, will betray
Me. The Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom
the Son of Man is betrayed, it would be better for him that that man had never
been born. And Judas answered and said; Rabbi, is it 1? And He said to him: You
have said it.

Now there was at the table leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom
Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore nodded to him that he should ask who it was
of whom He spoke. Then, leaning back on Jesus’ bosom, he said to Him: Lord,
who is it? Jesus answered: It is he to whom | shall give a piece of bread when |
have dipped it. And He dipped the bread, and gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of
Simon, and after the piece of bread, Satan entered him.

Then Jesus said to him: What you do, do quickly. Now no one at the table knew
for what reason He said this to him. For some of them thought, because Judas had
the money box, that Jesus had said to him: Buy those things we need for the feast,
or that he should give something to the poor. Having received the piece of bread,
he then went out immediately. And it was night.

Then when Judas had gone out, a strife arose among them, which of them should
be considered the greatest. But He said to them: The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called
benefactors, but not so you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let
him be as the younger, and he who is chief as he who serves. For who is greater,
he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? But |
am among you as one who serves. You are those who have continued with Me in
My trials. And | appoint for you a kingdom, as My Father has appointed for Me,
that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.

Then Jesus said: Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him; if
God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him
immediately. Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek
Me; and as | said to the Jews: Where | am going, you cannot come, so now | say
to you. A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another.

Simon Peter said to Him: Lord, where are You going? Jesus answered him: Where
I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward. Peter
said to Him: Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for
Your sake. Jesus answered him: Will you lay down your life for My sake? Simon,



Simon, behold Satan has asked to have you, that he may sift you as wheat; but |
have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have turned
again, strengthen your brethren. And he said to Him: Lord, | am ready to go with
You, both to prison and to death. But He said: Most assuredly | say to you, Peter,
the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times that you know
Me.

And He said to them: When | sent you without money bag, sack, and sandals, did
you lack anything? And they said: Nothing. Then He said to them: But now, he
who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise his sack; and he who has no
sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. For | say to you that this which is
written must still be accomplished in Me: And He was numbered with the
transgressors. For the things concerning Me have an end. And they said: Lord,
look, here are two swords. And He said to them: It is enough.

THIRD READING

Jesus’ Suffering on the Mount of Olives

And when they had sung a hymn, Jesus went out, as He was accustomed, across
the brook Kidron to the Mount of Olives. And His disciples followed Him. And
He said to them: All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for
it is written: 1 will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered. But after
I have been raised, | will go before you to Galilee. But Peter said to Him: Even if
all are made to stumble, yet | will not be. Jesus said to him: Assuredly, | say to
you that today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me
three times. But he spoke more vehemently: If | have to die with You, I will not
deny You! And they all said likewise.

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, where there was a
garden, which He and His disciples entered. And Judas, who betrayed Him, also
knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. And Jesus said to
them: Sit here while | go over there and pray.

And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, James and John, and
He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them: My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me, so that you
do not fall into temptation. And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s
throw, and He knelt down, fell on His face, and prayed that, if it were possible,
the hour might pass from Him, and He said: Abba, Father, all things are possible
for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what | will, but what You
will. And He came to His disciples and found them sleeping and said to Peter:
Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and
pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.
He went away again a second time and prayed, saying: O My Father, if this cup
may not pass away from Me unless | drink it, Your will be done. And He came
and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy and they did not know
what to answer Him. And He left them, went away again, and prayed the third
time, saying the same words: Father, if it is Your will, remove this cup from Me;

nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.

And there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him. And being
in agony, He prayed more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down to the ground.

And when He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples and found them
sleeping from sorrow, He said to them: Sleep on now and take your rest. It is
enough; the hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, he who betrays Me is at hand. But
pray lest you enter into temptation.

And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, having
received a band of soldiers, and officers from the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders, went before them, and came with lanterns, torches, with swords and with
clubs. And the betrayer had given them a signal, saying: Whomever | kiss, He is
the one; take Him and lead Him away safely. Jesus therefore, knowing all things
that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them: Whom are you
seeking? They answered Him: Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus said to them: I am He.
And Judas who betrayed Him, also stood with them. Then, as soon as He had said
to them: | am He, they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked them
again: Whom are you seeking? And they said: Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered:
I have told you that | am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,
(that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke: Of these whom You gave Me
I have lost none).

And Judas drew near to Jesus to kiss Him, and immediately he went up to Jesus
and said: Greetings, Rabbi!, and kissed Him. And Jesus said to him: My friend,
why have you come? Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss? Then
they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him.

When those around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him: Lord,
shall we strike with the sword? Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. The servant’s name was
Malchus.

Then Jesus answered and said: Permit even this. And He said to Peter: Put your
sword into the sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do
you think that | cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more
than twelve legions of angels? Shall | not drink the cup which My Father has
given Me? How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be thus? And He
touched his ear and healed him.

In that hour Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders
who had come out to Him: Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords
and clubs to take Me? | was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did
not lay hands on Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness, so that the
Scriptures might be fulfilled. And all this was done that the Scriptures of the
prophets might be fulfilled.

Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled. And a certain young man followed
Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid



hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked.

FOURTH READING

Jesus’ Suffering before the spiritual authorities

Then the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested
Jesus and bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-
in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year. Now Caiaphas was he who gave
counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that one Man should die for the people.
And they led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest and with him were assembled
all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. That disciple was
known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest.
But Peter stood at the door outside. Then that other disciple who was known to
the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter
in. And the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it
was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed
himself, so that he could see the end. Then the servant girl who kept the door,
seeing Peter in the light as he warmed himself, looked intently at him and said:
And you were also with Jesus of Galilee! You are not also one of this Man’s
disciples, are you? He denied before all and said: Woman, | am not; | do not know
Him; | do not know what you are saying.

The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. Jesus
answered him: I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues and
in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret | have said nothing. Why
do you ask Me? Ask those who hear Me what | have said to them. Indeed they
know what | said. And when He had said these things, one of the officers who
stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying: Do You answer the high
priest like that? Jesus answered him: If | have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil;
but if well, why do you strike Me? Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the
high priest.

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. And a little while after the first
denial, when he had gone out to the entrance, the rooster crowed and another girl
saw him and again began to say to those who were there: This fellow was also
with Jesus of Nazareth. Then they said to him: Aren’t you one of His disciples?
And another said: You are also one of them. And he denied again and swore to it
and said: Man, I am not and | do not know the Man. And after about the space of
one hour another confidently affirmed, saying: Surely you are also one of them,
for you are a Galilean and your speech betrays you. One of the servants of the
high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said: Did | not see you in the
garden with Him? Then he began to curse and swear: | do not know this Man, of
whom you speak. And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster
crowed a second time. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered Jesus’ word, how He had said to him: Before the rooster crows twice,
you will deny Me three times. And he went out and wept bitterly.

Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against
Jesus to put Him to death, but found none, even though many false witnesses came
forward, for their testimony did not agree. But at last two false witnesses came
forward and gave false testimony against Him and said: We heard Him say: | can
and will destroy the temple of God that is made with hands, and within three days
I will build another made without hands. And not even then did their testimony
agree.

And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying: Do You answer
nothing? What is it these men testify against You? But Jesus kept silent and
answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him: Are You the
Christ, the Son of the Blessed? | adjure You by the living God that You tell us if
You are the Christ, the Son of God? Jesus said to him: It is as you said; | am.
Hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying: He
has spoken blasphemy; what further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now
you have heard His blasphemy! What do you think? And they all condemned Him
and said: He is guilty of death.

And the men, who held Jesus, mocked Him and spat in His face and beat Him;
and others blindfolded Him and struck Him in the face, saying: Prophesy to us,
Christ! Who is it that struck You? And many other things they blasphemously
spoke against Him.

When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people came together
and took counsel concerning Jesus to put Him to death, and they led Him into
their council, saying: If You are the Christ, tell us. And He said to them: If | tell
you, you will not believe Me. And if | also ask you, you will by no means answer
Me or let Me go. Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power
of God. Then they all said: Are You then the Son of God? And He said to them:
You rightly say that | am. And they said: What further testimony do we need? For
we ourselves have heard it from His own mouth.

FIFTH READING

Jesus’ Suffering before the secular authorities

Then the whole multitude of them arose and bound Jesus, led Him from Caiaphas
to the Praetorium, and it was early morning.

Then Judas, who had betrayed Him, when he saw that He was condemned to
death, felt remorse and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and elders, saying: | have sinned in that | have betrayed innocent blood. And they
said: What is that to us? You see to that! And he threw down the pieces of silver
in the temple, departed, and went and hanged himself and he burst open in the
middle and all his entrails gushed out.

And the chief priests took the silver pieces and said: It is not lawful to put them
into the treasury, because they are the price of blood. And they took counsel and
bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. And it became known to
all those dwelling in Jerusalem, so to this day that field is called in their own



language, Akeldama, that is the Field of Blood. Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: And they took the thirty pieces of silver,
the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, and
gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.

But the Jews did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that
they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said: What
accusation do you bring against this Man? They answered and said to him: If He
were not an evil doer, we would not have delivered Him up to you. Then Pilate
said to them: You take Him and judge Him according to your law. Therefore the
Jews said to him: It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death, that the saying of
Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.
And the chief priests and elders began to accuse Him vehemently, saying: We
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar,
saying that He Himself is Christ, a King. Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again,
called Jesus, and asked Him, saying: Are You the King of the Jews? Jesus stood
before him and answered: Are you speaking for yourself, or did others tell you
this about Me? Pilate answered: Am | a Jew? Your own nation and the chief
priests have delivered You to me. What have You done? Jesus answered: My
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants
would fight, so that | should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is
not from here. Pilate therefore said to Him: Are You a king then? Jesus answered:
You say rightly that | am a king. For this cause | was born and for this cause |
came into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of
the truth hears My voice.

Pilate said to Him: What is truth? And when he had said this he went out again to
the Jews, and said to them: I find no fault in Him at all. And the chief priests and
elders accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing. And Pilate asked
Him again, saying: Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify
against You! Do You not hear? But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate
marveled. But they were the more fierce, saying: He stirs up the people, teaching
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. And as soon
as he knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who
himself also was in Jerusalem at that time. And when Herod saw Jesus, he was
exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had
heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.
And he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. And the
chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. And Herod, with his
men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a
gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. And the same day Pilate and Herod
became mutual friends, for before they had been at enmity between themselves.
And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the
people, said to them: You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the
people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, | have found no fault

in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, nor did Herod,
for 1 sent you back to him; and indeed nothing worthy of death has been done by
Him. 1 will therefore chastise Him and release Him. Now at the feast the governor
was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished.
And there was at that time a notorious prisoner named Barabbas, who had been
thrown into prison with his fellow insurrectionists, who had committed murder in
the insurrection made in the city. And the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask
him to do just as he had always done for them. And when they gathered together,
Pilate answered: You have a custom that | should release someone to you at the
Passover. Whom do you want me to release to you, Barabbas or Jesus, the king of
the Jews, who is called Christ? For he knew that the chief priests had delivered
Him because of envy.

While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying: Have
nothing to do with that just Man, for | have suffered many things today in a dream
because of Him.

But the chief priests and the elders stirred up the people and persuaded them that
they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said
to them: Which of the two do you want me to release to you? The whole crowd
cried out, saying: Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas. Pilate,
therefore, wishing to release Jesus, spoke again to them: What then shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ? They all said to him: Crucify Him, crucify Him! And
he said to them the third time: Why, what evil has He done? | have found no
reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go. And they
cried out more exceedingly: Crucify Him! And they were insistent, demanding
with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief
priests prevailed.

And Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole band of soldiers around Him.
And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. And when they had twisted
a crown out of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And
they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him and began to salute Him,
saying: Hail, King of the Jews! And they struck Him in the face and spat on Him
and took the reed and struck Him on the head; and bowing the knee, they
worshiped Him.

Pilate then went out again, and said to them: Look, | am bringing Him out to you,
that you may know that I find no fault in Him. Then Jesus came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them: Behold the Man!
Therefore when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying:
Crucify Him, crucify Him! Pilate said to them: You take Him and crucify Him,
for I find no fault in Him. The Jews answered him: We have a law, and by our
law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.

Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again
into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus: Where are You from? But Jesus gave him
no answer. Then Pilate said to Him: Are You not speaking to me? Do You not



know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You? Jesus
answered: You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given
you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.
From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying: If you
let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks
against Caesar.

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the
judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
And it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he
said to the Jews: Behold your king. But they cried out: Away with Him, away
with Him! Crucify Him! Pilate said to them: Shall I crucify your king? The chief
priests answered: We have no king but Caesar.

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising,
he gave sentence that it should be as they requested. And he took water and
washed his hands before the multitude, saying: | am innocent of the blood of this
just Person. You see to it. And all the people answered and said: His blood be on
us and on our children.

Then he released to them Barabbas, whom they requested, who had been thrown
in prison for insurrection and murder; but he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged
Him, to their will, to be crucified.

SIXTH READING

The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus

Then the soldiers took Jesus, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on
Him, and led Him away to crucify Him and He carried His cross. And as they
came out, they found a man, who was coming out of the country, Simon of Cyrene
by name, who was the father of Alexander and Rufus; they compelled him to carry
the cross for Him, and laid the cross on him that he might bear it after Jesus.
And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned
and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said: Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For, indeed, the
days are coming in which they will say: Blessed are the barren, the wombs that
never bore, and the breasts which never nursed. Then they will begin to say to the
mountains: Fall on us! and to the hills: Cover us! For if they do these things in
the green wood, what will be done in the dry?

And there were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And
they brought Him to the place, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha, that is to say,
the Place of a Skull, and they gave Him sour wine mingled with myrrh to drink.
And when He had tasted it, He would not drink.

And they crucified Him at the place Golgotha and the two criminals with Him,
one on the right hand and the other on the left, and Jesus in the center. And the
Scripture was fulfilled, which says: And He was numbered with the transgressors.
And it was the third hour, when they crucified Him.

And Jesus said: Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.

And Pilate wrote a title, the accusation against Him, the reason for His death, and
they put in on the cross over His head. And the writing was: JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then many Jews read this title, for the
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew,
Greek, and Latin. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate: Do not write
The King of the Jews, but He said: | am King of the Jews. Pilate answered: What
| have written, | have written.

The soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four
parts, to each soldier a part, and also His tunic. Now the tunic was without seam,
woven from the top in one piece. They said therefore among themselves: Let us
not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be, that the Scripture might be fulfilled
which says: They divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they
cast lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over Him there.

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother,
and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother: Woman,
behold your son! Then He said to the disciple: Behold your mother! And from
that hour that disciple took her to his own home.

And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying: You
who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the
Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise the chief priests also, mocking
with the scribes and elders along with the people, said: He saved others; Himself
He cannot save. If He is the king of Israel, the chosen of God, let Him save
Himself and now come down from the cross, that we may see and believe Him.
He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said: |
am the Son of God. Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him
with the same thing. And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him
sour wine, saying: If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.

And one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying: If You are
the Christ, save Yourself and us. But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying:
Do you not fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we
indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done
nothing wrong. And he said to Jesus: Lord, remember me when You come into
Your kingdom. And Jesus said to him: Assuredly, | say to you, today you will be
with Me in Paradise.

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the
ninth hour. And the sun was darkened. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, saying: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?, that is, My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me? Some of those who stood there, when they heard
that, said: This Man is calling for Elijah! After this, Jesus, knowing that all things
were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said: 1 thirst. Now
a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and immediately one of them ran, took
a sponge and filled it with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth for
Him to drink. But the others said: Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come



and take Him down.

So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said: It is finished! And again He
cried out with a loud voice, saying: Father, into Your hands I commend My
spirit. And when He had said that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. (All
genuflect in brief silence)

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom;
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of
the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to
many.

Now when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, and those with him, who were
guarding Jesus, saw that He cried out like this and saw the earthquake and the
things that had happened, they feared greatly and praised God, saying: Certainly
this was a righteous Man! Truly this was the Son of God! And all the multitude
who came together to that sight, seeing the things which were done, beat their
breasts and returned.

And all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood
at a distance, watching these things, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and Salome the mother of Zebedee’s sons,
who followed Him when He was in Galilee, ministering to Him, and many other
women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.

Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified
with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they
did not break His legs, but one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and
immediately blood and water came out.

And he who saw it bore witness, and his witness is true; and he knows that he is
telling the truth, that you may believe. For these things were done that the
Scripture should be fulfilled: Not one of His bones shall be broken. And again
another Scripture says: They will look on Him whom they pierced.

SEVENTH READING

The Burial of Jesus

And now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea a city of the Jews, a prominent
council member, a good and just man, who had not consented to their counsel and
deed, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God, for he was a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, coming and taking courage, went in to
Pilate and asked that he might take away the body of Jesus.

And Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and calling the centurion to him,
he asked him if He had been dead for some time. And when he found out from
the centurion, he commanded the body to be given to him. And Joseph bought

fine linen. And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came; and
he brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. Then they took
the body of Jesus, which had been taken down, and wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is
to bury.

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a
new tomb which was Joseph’s, which was hewn out of the rock, in which no one
had ever been laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day,
and the Sabbath drew near, for the tomb was nearby. And they rolled a large stone
against the door of the tomb and departed. And Mary Magdalene was there, and
Mary the mother of Joses, sitting opposite the tomb, also other women, who had
followed Jesus from Galilee, and they observed how His body was laid. And they
returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils, and rested on the Sabbath
according to the commandment.

Now the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying: Sir, we remember while He was
alive, how that deceiver said: After three days | will rise. Therefore command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, steal
Him away, and say to the people: He has risen from the dead. So the last deception
will be worse than the first. Pilate said to them: You have a guard; go your way,
make it as secure as you know how. So they went and made the tomb secure,
sealing the stone, and setting the guard.
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TLH 147 “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God”
From Johannes Bugenhagen’s Braunschweig
Kirchenordnung, 1528

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us!

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us!

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace! Amen.

Sequence Hymn INSERT “The Royal Banners

Forward Go”
Venantius Fortunatus, 569

1. The royal banners forward go;

The cross shines forth in mystic glow
Where He in flesh, our flesh Who made,
Our sentence bore, our ransom paid;

2. Where deep for us the spear was dyed,
Life’s torrent rushing from His side,

To wash us in that precious flood

Where mingled water flowed and blood.

3. Fulfilled is all that David told

In true prophetic song of old;

Amidst the nations, God, saith he,

Hath reigned and triumphed from the Tree.

4. O Tree of beauty, Tree of light,

O Tree with royal purple dight;

Elect, on whose triumphal breast
Those holy limbs should find their rest;

5. On whose dear arms, so widely flung,
The weight of this world’s ransom hung
The price of humankind to pay

And spoil the spoiler of his prey.

6. O Cross, our one reliance, hail!
So may thy power with us avail
To give new virtue to the saint
And pardon to the penitent.

A7.To Thee, eternal Three in One,
Let homage meet by all be done
Whom by the cross Thou dost restore,
Preserve, and govern evermore. Amen.

TLH 151 “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Ernst C. Homburg, 1659, abridged

1. Christ, the Life of all the living,
Christ, the Death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving

To the darkest depths of woe,—
Thro’ thy suff’rings, death, and merit
| eternal life inherit:

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

2. Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee
Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver

From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

3. Thou hast borne the smiting only
That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
Rest to give my weary soul;

Yea, the curse of God enduring,
Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

4. Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,
Treating Thee with shameful scorn,

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne

That as Thine Thou mightest own me

And with heavenly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

5. Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee
That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee,—
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

6. Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,

Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.



Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon,

For Thy sorrows deep and sore,

For Thine anguish in the Garden,

I will thank Thee evermore,

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,

For that last triumphant cry,

And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. Amen.

TLH 146 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”
Nikolaus Decius, 1531

1. Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us,

Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

2. Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us,

Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

3. Lamb of God, pure and holy,

Who on the cross didst suffer,

Ever patient and lowly,

Thyself to scorn didst offer.

All sins Thou borest for us,

Else had despair reigned o’er us:

Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

TLH 307 “Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the
Lord”
Unknown Latin Author, about 680

1. Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord
And drink the holy Blood for you outpoured.
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the Victim and Himself the Priest.

2. He that His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields,

With heav’nly bread makes them that hunger whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3. Approach ye, then, with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.

O Judge of all, our only Savior Thou,

In this Thy feast of love to be with us now. Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle TLH 137 “In Peace and
Joy I Now Depart”
Martin Luther, 1524

1. In peace and joy | now depart
At God’s disposing;

For full of comfort is my heart,
Soft reposing.

So the Lord hath promised me,
And death is but a slumber.

2. ‘Tis Christ that wrought this work for me,
My faithful Savior,

Whom Thou hast made mine eyes to see

By Thy favor.

Now | know He is my Life,

My Help in need and dying.

3. Him Thou hast unto all set forth
Their great Salvation

And to His kingdom called the Earth,
Every nation,

By Thy dear and wholesome Word,
In every place resounding.

4. He is the Hope and saving Light
Of lands benighted;

By Him are they who dwelt in night
Fed and lighted.

He is Israel’s Praise and Bliss,

Their Joy, Reward, and Glory. Amen.

TLH 148 “Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light”
Martin Behm, 1610

1. Lord Jesus Christ, my Life, my Light,
My Strength by day, my Trust by night,
On Earth I’'m but a passing guest
And sorely with my sins opprest.

2. Far off | see my fatherland,

Where thro’ Thy blood I hope to stand.
But ere | reach that Paradise,

A weary way before me lies.

3. My heart sinks at the journey’s length,
My wasted flesh has little strength;

My soul alone still cries in me:

“Lord, take me home, take me to Thee!”



4. Oh, let Thy suff’rings give me pow’r
To meet the last and darkest hour!

Thy blood refresh and comfort me;
Thy bonds and fetters make me free.

5. Oh, let Thy holy wounds for me
Clefts in the rock forever be

Where as a dove my soul can hide
And safe from Satan’s rage abide.

6. And when my spirit flies away,
Thy dying words shall be my stay.
Thy cross shall be my staff in life,
Thy holy grave my rest from strife.

7. Lord, in Thy nail-prints let me read
That Thou to save me hast decreed
And grant that in Thine opened side
My troubled soul may ever hide.

8. Since Thou hast died, the Pure, the Just.
| take my homeward way in trust.

The gates of Heaven, Lord, open wide
When here | may no more abide.

9. And when the last Great Day shall come
And Thou, our Judge, shalt speak the doom,
Let me with joy behold the light

And set me then upon Thy right.

10. Renew this wasted flesh of mine
That like the sun it there may shine
Among the angels pure and bright,
Yea, like Thyself in glorious light.

11. Ah, then I’ll have my heart’s desire,
When, singing with the angels’ choir,
Among the ransomed of Thy grace,
Forever I’ll behold Thy face! Amen.



