The Icons of the Life of Christ
The Annunciation of our Lord Jesus Christ
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the
angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” But when
she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth
Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, and entered the house
of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why is this granted to me, that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the
babe leaped in my womb for joy. Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which
were told her from the Lord.”

The Adoration of the Shepherds
So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they
made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at
those things which were told them by the shepherds.

The Adoration of the Wise Men
When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly
great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down
and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

The Flight into Egypt
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young
Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt,
and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

The Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ
And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for
the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in
his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your
word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to
bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.”

The Wedding at Cana
Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing
twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the
brim. And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it. When
the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. And he said to him,
“Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You
have kept the good wine until now!”

The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves;
and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

The Good Shepherd
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd,
one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the
sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the
good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

“Let the Little Children Come to Me”
Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked
them. But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.” And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.

The Good Samaritan
Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,
who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain
priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he
arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the
next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of
him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’

The Raising of Lazarus
Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” Then they
took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father,
I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are
standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” Now when He had said these things, He cried
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes,
and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

The Entry into Jerusalem
Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.” All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophet, saying: “Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and
sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They
brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very great multitude
spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Then the
multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper
And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat;
this is My body.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.
For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say to you, I
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom.”

The Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray
over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply
distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with
Me.” He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” Then He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, a second time, He went away and prayed,
saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came
and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third
time, saying the same words. Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?
Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going.
See, My betrayer is at hand.”

The Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!”
Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to
Him to drink. The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.” And Jesus cried out
again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came
to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing
as white as snow. And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. But the angel answered and
said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He
is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told
you.” So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.

The Myrrh-Bearers at the Tomb
Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that
they might come and anoint Him. Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb
when the sun had risen. And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the
tomb for us?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large.
And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they
were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” So they went out quickly and fled from the
tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Touching of St. Thomas
And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me,
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of
their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in
white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

Pentecost
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came
a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then
there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The Holy Trinity
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” Amen.

Christ the High Priest
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He
was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which
is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often
as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

Christ the Teacher
Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the
sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon
those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach and
to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to
be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. When He had been
baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven,
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Saints Peter and Paul
O God, Who didst give Thine Apostles Saint Peter and Saint Paul grace to lay down their lives for the sake of
Thy dear Son, endow us, we beseech Thee, with like constancy that we may at all times be ready to lay down our
lives for Him Who laid down His life for us; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
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